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SUGGESTED ANCHOR LEAD Today a federal court in Winston Salem, N.C., 

rejected a motion filed by the EPA to dismiss a 
lawsuit filed against the agency, that sought to have 
the agency's report on environmental tobacco 
smoke overturned. Mike Morris has the details 



Narration over shots of EPA presser from 
Jan. ’93 

Dissolve to shots from PM presser 


WHEN THE EPA RELEASED ITS REPORT ON 
THE ALLEGED HEALTH RISKS OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCO SMOKE IN 
JANUARY OF 1993, IT WAS CONDEMNED 
BY THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY AND SCORES 
OF LEADING SCIENTISTS. 


Steve Parrish on camera (from 1/93 presser Let’s be very clear here. The risk assessment is 

based on such a fragile house of cards that if it 
dealt with anything other than tobacco, many of 
' you would have already ripped it apart, and the 
EPA would have buried it in embarrassment. 


Dr. Gio Gori The EPA report on ETS does not conform to 

scientific standards if for no other reasons, because 
it uses data that support their position and ignores 
all contrary data. If in fact, if the report were a 
scientific dissertation for a Doctoral degree, say, it 
would be rejected by any academic panel in this 
country. 


Dissolve to shots of June presser 


Dissolve to documents that darkens and 
chyrons pull out chyrons of bullet points 


SO, LAST JUNE, 6 ORGANIZATIONS- 
INCLUDING VENDING MACHINE 
OPERATORS, TOBACCO GROWERS AND 
TOBACCO COMPANIES- RESPONDED BY 
FILING A LAWSUIT AGAINST THE EPA. 
THEY ASKED THAT THE RISK ASSESSMENT 
BE DECLARED NULL AND VOID. THE 
PLAINTIFFS CLAIMED THE EPA: 

• USED FAULTY SCIENCE AND IMPROPER 
PROCEDURES 

• MANIPULATED DATA 

• AND IGNORED RECENT REPORTS THAT 
CONTRADICTED ITS CONCLUSION 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zgbjOOOO 
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Dissolve to exterior of EPA and then to WHILE THIS IS THE FIRST LAWSUIT OF ITS 

cover of the audit. It opens, darkens and KIND AGAINST THE EPA, THE AGENCY’S 
chyron prints out points USE OF SCIENCE HAS COME UNDER FIRE 

IN THE PAST. IN FACT, FORMER EPA 
ADMINISTRATOR, WILLIAM REILLY WAS 
SO CONCERNED HE DEMANDED AN AUDIT 
OF THE AGENCY'S PRACTICES AND 
POLICIES. RELEASED IN 1992, THE AUDIT 
FOUND THAT: 

• "EPA SCIENCE IS OF UNEVEN QUALITY 

• "THE AGENCY’S POLICIES AND 
REGULATIONS ARE FREQUENTLY 
PERCEIVED AS LACKING A STRONG 
SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATION" 

• AND "EPA SCIENCE IS PERCEIVED BY 
MANY PEOPLE...TO BE ADJUSTED TO FIT 

. POLICY." 



Announcement day video-documents, court TODAYS RULING THAT REJECTS EPA'S 
exteriors, etc. MOTION TO DISMISS THE SUIT. MOVES 

THE CASE FORWARD. ALTHOUGH THE 
EPA STANDS BY ITS RISK 
ASSESSMENT, THE PLAINTIFFS, 
ENCOURAGED BY TODAYS RULING, 
EXPECT TO PREVAIL WHEN THE CASE 
COMES TO TRIAL NEXT SOMETIME IN 1994. 


Bob Weber on camera The court's ruling allows us now to focus on the 

merits of the case. In a court of law, EPA must 
rely on science and evidence and not just on its 
own descriptions of its policy preference. We look 
forward to the opportunity to have this case 
determined on its merits in court. 

WHILE THE EPA HOPED ITS RISK 
ASSESSMENT WOULD BE THE LAST WORD 
ON ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCO SMOKE. 

. - _ - -THIS ISSUE WILL BE DECIDED IN A COURT 

LAW, INSTEAD OF THE COURT OF PUBLIC 
OPINION. 

THIS IS MIKE MORRIS REPORTING 
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